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CH02:
CURRICULUM POLICY

Introduction

In the planning of our curriculum and activities for our children we are working towards the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). The EYFS is delivered through observation-based assessment and planning. 

Our ethos that underpins our planning is around what we call the 3 I’s-

· Intent

· Implement 

· Impact

This simply means there is a reason for everything.

In developing our curriculum, we have 4 key principals that all staff work towards: 

1. Our curriculum will be literacy rich

2. Our curriculum will offer all children the chance to experience awe and wonder, in order to meet their cultural capital needs.

3. Our curriculum is linked to home learning and the wider community. 

4. Our curriculum will be accessible to all.

Intent 

Why we teach what we teach?

At The Counting House our vision is to provide an environment where children can explore, experience and be engrossed in what they are doing, in order to help them grow into caring and confident individuals. 
Our aim is to embed strong foundations in the EYFS alongside the characteristics of learning.

The EYFS is grouped into 7 areas of learning:


· Personal, social and emotional 

· Communication & Language

· Physical Development

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding of the world

· Expressive Arts & Design

The Characteristics of learning:

· Playing and achieving

· Active Learning 

· Creating and thinking critically

Alongside the EYFS we will provide experiences of cultural capital, to offer the children the chance to experience awe and wonder within their play-based learning environment. This means we will endeavour to ensure all children can experience the same experiences regardless of background, culture, circumstances or accessibility. 
Implementation
How do we teach what we teach?

Our curriculum is planned to incorporate indoors and outdoors, with children learning through play throughout our nursery environment. We use our outdoors as an extension of our learning environment. 
Our children are provided with a balance of child-initiated activities and ideas, which we call our new experience, these activities are carefully implemented to create and challenge children’s learning and to offer opportunities to learn ‘something new’.

Our Early years educators also skilfully scaffold children’s interests to enhance and support children’s learning, based around the 7 areas of learning. 


Impact

How do we know what our children have learnt and how well they have learnt it?

To ensure we are meeting the needs of our individual children including all children and those children with SEND, our Early Years Educators use ongoing observations and assessment to identify children’s starting points and plan experiences to ensure progress is possible.
Evidence of the children’s learning which can include videos, photos, written observations, and contributions from parents/carers, are recorded on a child’s individual learning journey via our ‘tapestry’ online system. 
As Key workers observe each child, they will ‘flag’ to the different areas of the EYFS, which will identify the different learning outcomes under the 7 areas of learning. To celebrate and offer ongoing inclusive practice, those children with SEND will ‘flag’ to either/ and EYFS areas of learning, celebrations and type of play displayed, this continues to show key workers progress made by all children.

This process will enable the Key Person to get to know their children extremely well. They will then be able gain information to determine whether each child is ‘emerging’ or ‘expected’ in age and stage related milestones.
This happens formally every 6 months on a tapestry report which will be published to parents/carers, but half termly individual next steps are carried out to continue to develop children’s learning development. 
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